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It must have been one of 

the wettest November 

days for a long time but 

not even the rain could 

dampen spirits! 

The Lord Mayor’s Show 

12 November 2016 

Spring greetings from the Master and welcome to The Lamp!  
 

I t is a year since our Guild was recognised and we now have nearly 200 members from over 90 different 
places of nurse training - and we continue to grow!  The achievements to date are due to you, the 

Freemen of the Guild who have joined us at the beginning of this venture. Your support has been 
invaluable – without you we could not have achieved so much. I have enjoyed meeting many of you at the 
various events during the past year and to witness the noisy chatter of so many nurses coming together has 
been wonderful.   
 

This is a timely reminder that for those members who pay quarterage (subscription) annually, it is due before 12 May.  There is 
a renewal form enclosed and we would much appreciate an early response to help our Membership Committee get your 
renewals as early as possible. This form can also be downloaded from the website www.guildofnurses.co.uk.  You may like to 
pay by electronic bank transfer or send us a cheque, but please do it today!  
 
I look forward to seeing you at our future events. We have exciting plans for the coming year as we work to leave a lasting 
legacy for future generations of nurses. 
 

Brenda Griffiths – Foundation Master 

Spring 2017 

http://www.guildofnurses.co.uk
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Declarants - 5 October 

Our Freemen from far and wide! 
 
Our members come from far and wide and represent over  

90 different training schools, universities and hospitals.   Nurses 

have joined us from Addenbrookes to Aberdeen and beyond; from 

Birmingham, Essex, Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire, Lanarkshire, 

Glamorgan, Yorkshire, London, Nottinghamshire, the Army and 

Royal Air Force Nursing Services, Manchester, Staffordshire, 

Lincolnshire, Bristol, Surrey, Humberside, Cheshire and even Sydney, Australia!  

Do look at our website for the full list! 

Don’t forget! 
Renew your Guild 

Membership! 

Edith Cavell Memorial 

The First  Annual Service 

The Master speaking at a 

Declaration Ceremony Photographic  
Review of  
the Year 

2016 

Procession to a Declaration Ceremony 

Suffragette Walk 

Foundation  Clerk,  Keith Lawrey 

Our Sponsoring Alderman,  

now Lord Mayor of London  

Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley 

The lamp is an exact Replica of those  
used by the nurses in the Scutari Hospital 

during the Crimean War 

The Master, Brenda Griffiths  

Elizabeth Bardolph 

The first Guild Nurse to receive the  
Freedom of the City of London 

Attending the Florence Nightingale Service on 

her birthday in May 

East Wellow, Hampshire  

Florence  

Nightingale’s  

grave  
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Your chance to have a  
Guild of Nurses Umbrella! 

With the bright red and black design and the guild 
logo we had some special umbrellas made for the 
Lord Mayor's Show. They are sturdy, high quality  

umbrellas with wooden handles; good for walking.  
Due to popular demand they are on sale now!  

The price is £35 including post and packaging. 

If you would like to buy one (or more than one!)  
please email hilary_andrews@btinternet.com   

Did you know.....?  Freemen are 

eligible to join the City Livery Club.  The 
Club shares the riverside premises of the 
Little Ship Club on the North Thames river 
walk. There is a clubroom and bar and 
various dining and meeting rooms.  Hotel 
accommodation is available on site for 
members who wish to stay in central 
London.   
More 
details  
on our 
website or go to  www.cityliveryclub.com/ 
 

The Royal Society of Medicine in the 

heart of London, is one of the country's major 
providers of post-graduate medical education.  We 
have negotiated a special deal for The Guild of Nurses 

to enable guild members to join the RSM as a Senior Associate Member 
and save £95!  This is a £50 discount on the first year’s membership and a 
waiver of the usual one-off joining fee of £45.   There are too many 
membership benefits including access to over 50 other reciprocal clubs 
around the UK and overseas, to list here.  You will find full details at 
https://www.rsm.ac.uk/ and there is also more information on our 
website. 

Don’t forget! Renew your Guild Membership! 

Would you like to make a difference? 
 
If you would, then you will be pleased to know we have now launched The Company of Nurses 
Charitable Trust (Registered Charity Number 1170982).  
 
Our aims are: 
 
 To promote, by appropriate means, the development of the profession of nursing, including the awarding of 

scholarships for nurses in training and after qualification. 
 

 To recognise excellence and innovation by nurses through the provision of prizes and awards. 
 

 To support the holding of discussions and further the debate on matters relevant to nurses through educational and 
professional development. 

 

 To work with other organisations who share the aims of The Company of Nurses Charitable Trust. 
 

 To provide benevolence to nurses and former nurses in need. 
 
Alongside all we do, we aim to keep alive the nursing traditions of the past and encourage educational and professional 
development to keep pace with current knowledge and practice. 
 
Importantly, in line with City traditions, we support nurse learners as apprentices and recognise 
excellence through awards and prizes.  
 
Your support will ensure not only the future of The Guild of Nurses but also give much needed  
and valuable support for nurses today and for future generations. 

mailto:hilary_andrews@btinternet.com
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Frequently asked questions ……….. 
 

Why did we form a Guild of Nurses?  
A Guild is the first stage in becoming a Livery Company.  The Founders  are a group of nurses who trained in 
the City of London and saw first-hand the contribution that the Livery Companies offer. There are 110 
Livery Companies and it was felt that nurses should be included! We wanted to leave a lasting legacy to the 
nursing profession that will live well beyond our careers and life times. 
 

So what's a Guild? 
Historically, dating back to the Middle Ages, a Guild was an association of artisans or merchants who 
controlled the practice of their craft in a particular town. Many of the earliest Guilds were formed as 

fraternities of tradesmen, organised as something between a professional association, trade union, or cartel. 
 

What are Livery companies and what do they do? 
The Livery Companies comprise London's ancient and modern trade associations and guilds, and have always emphasised the 
importance of good training, education and benevolence and that’s what we are about - contributing to the achievement of a 
high standard of education and skills in nursing, encouraging and providing financial support for research and benevolence. To 
fit within this ethos The Guild will contribute to the achievement of high standards of education and skills in nursing; 
encourage and provide financial support for research;  offer benevolent support to nurses; and give nurses an opportunity to 
come together with a common cause and achieve old-fashioned fellowship. 
 

What happens next? 
The next stage is to become a Company without Livery, and we will need to satisfy the City of London Court of Aldermen that 
we have not less than 100 members, and that we are fit and proper people to become a Livery Company and can demonstrate 
City of London connections. We will also have to show that we have sufficient funds to enable us to foster our profession, have 
evidence that we can produce beneficial results for our profession and have the resources and willingness to continue our 
association indefinitely. 
 

How much freedom do we have to do what we want? 
We can set our own rules, fees and activities. 
 

What about our charitable money & the money of other organisations who want to shelter it with us?  We can protect the 
financial assets of any charitable trust, Nurses' League or other charitable body related to nursing and this money is ring-
fenced.  It will be safeguarded for its original purpose so making sure that the funds can never be lost but always be protected 
for their original purpose.  
 

What's the difference between a Member of the Guild and a Freeman? 
When you pay your quarterage (annual subscription) and join as a member of the Guild, your name will be presented to the 
Court.  After this happens and you are admitted to the Guild, you will be known as a Freeman.   
 

What's the Court? 
The Court of Assistants is responsible for the running of the Guild, and electing its Master and Wardens. The Court meets every 
6 – 8 weeks during the year. 
 

Do I have to make a Declaration? 
We encourage all Freemen to make their Declaration to the Guild. This ceremony takes place in the presence of the Clerk of 
the Court, the Court of Assistants and your guests.  It demonstrates your commitment to the Guild and the traditions of the 
City of London. After saying the Declaration Oath, Freemen sign the register of The Guild of Nurses. It's a wonderful 
celebration and hugely enjoyed by everyone there. You can come along even if you are not making a declaration and it is an 
opportunity to meet our new Freemen!  
 

What is the Declaration Oath? 
 

“I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I shall be loyal to our sovereign lady, Queen Elizabeth the Second, and to her heirs 
and successors, I shall be faithful in all lawful things to the Master and Court of Assistants of the Guild of Nurses, and I shall 
be obedient to the Company’s Ordinances, paying my dues and giving of my time and energy, as shall be expected of me.    I 
further declare that I shall be true to the art and mistery of nursing, always mindful of the Nightingale Pledge and Code of 
Ethics of my chosen profession giving of my skills and knowledge to those committed to my care without limitation and 
conscious always of the professional conduct expected of me.” 

Don’t forget! 
Renew your Guild 

Membership! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guild
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_of_Assistants

