Welcome from our new Master!
This is my first letter as Master following my installation at the Banquet on 11 May
when Brenda Griffiths, our Founder Master, became our first Past Master. I am
pleased to write to you in our newsletter in what is proving to be a very warm and
sunny summer. Welcome to our new freemen and everyone who has renewed their
membership; thank you. The Guild also thanks you for all the support you have given,
without which we would not be in the strong position that we are today.
May I encourage you all, where possible, to keep your membership up to date by using
our now up and running direct debit facility. This will save you and our committees a
lot of work and would be much appreciated. You will notice that it takes longer for
your payment to be taken from your account when you use direct debit, as we need to
make all these transfers at the same time each year.
We have had a good many social events at which I have very much enjoyed meeting you and I trust you have
meeting each other. The Company of Nurses Charitable Trust is now up and running which we look forward to
putting to good use. Our next educational day is in September to be held in
the beautiful surroundings of the Apothecaries hall – please book early as
spaces are limited.
Do please continue to check our website to find out what is going on. I wish
you all a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing you at out future
events.
Helen Pickstone
Master of The Guild of Nurses

The Anniversary Banquet and Installation of the new Master
11th May 2018 saw the installation of the new Master in the presence of
100 Freemen and their guests at our Anniversary Banquet at Guildhall. The
Master Apothecary and our Sponsoring Alderman looked on as the HAC
Light Cavalry Squadron formed a Guard of Honour and added such colour to
the moving ceremony which saw the retiring Master install the new Master
with the words “I entrust you with the Lamp, symbol of our vocation and of
nursing unity, trust and fellowship” as she passed the Lamp to Helen
Pickstone. Elizabeth Turnbull, Upper Warden and Julia Mingay, Middle
Warden assisted the new Master into her robes. A wonderful banquet
followed as the Guild dined together in true City style. Brenda Griffiths, our
Founder Master, became our first Past Master and she was presented with a
beautiful gift from the Court Assistants. We all thank her for her hard work
during the last two years.
For more photos taken at the Banquet: go to www.guildofnurses.co.uk and
using the password, select ‘Freemen Only/Freemen’s Gallery’
www.guildofnurses.co.uk https://www.facebook.com/GuildofNurses Twitter @GuildNurses

Guild of Nurses
Risk, Resilience and Reliability Conference
Thursday 20 September 2018
In the fabulous setting of Apothecaries Hall, in the heart of the
City of London, this is a chance to hear
4 top speakers from the Nursing Profession.
There are refreshments on arrival and a buffet with networking opportunities
following the panel discussion.
We expect unprecedented interest in this popular event so please book early
to avoid disappointment.
Tickets available from our website – www.guildofnurses.co.uk select ‘Events’
The event starts at 13.30 for 14.00 and ends with a Buffet 17.30 – 19.00

Speakers
Professor Lisa Bayliss-Pratt: Chief Nurse and Interim Regional Director for London,
Health Education England.
Professor Alison Leary: Chair of Healthcare and Workforce Modelling,
London South Bank University.
Elizabeth Coles: Assistant Director for Quality, Ealing CCG.
Di Robertson-Bell: Nurse Member of Medicines Sans Frontiers.
Generously sponsored by Health Education England

Cavell Trust Garden Party
On 22 June our Master, with Upper Warden Elizabeth Turnbull and
Court Assistant Ann Chantry-Price attended the Garden Party at
Highbury Hall, in Edgbaston, the home of Neville Chamberlain’s
Grandfather, Joseph. We were welcomed by John Orchard, the
Chief Executive and met a number of other nurses, including Susan
Osborne, one of our freemen who is also a Trustee for the Cavell
Trust. Everyone enjoyed the gardens and afternoon tea as a thank
you from the Cavell Trust for their contribution and support.
www.guildofnurses.co.uk https://www.facebook.com/GuildofNurses Twitter @GuildNurses

United Guilds Service
The Guild of Nurses was invited to the annual United Guilds Service
at St Paul’s Cathedral for the first time this year.
The Master, Upper Warden, Renter Warden and 16 fellow Freemen
of the Guild had the best view of the arrival of the Lord Mayor, Lady
Mayoress, Sheriffs, Sword Bearer, Mace Bearer, and procession of
Aldermen, their Beadles, Masters of the Great Twelve
Companies and the Acting Bishop of London, Dean of St Pauls,
visiting preacher the Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich and St
Paul’s wonderful Choristers.
This Annual Service originated in 1943, when, at a meeting of the
Twelve Great Companies it was decided to hold a service to lift spirits in the City following the Blitz in 1940-41.

Poppy Factory Visit
Thirty members of the Nurses’ Guild and their guests visited the
Poppy Museum for a very interesting afternoon.
After lunch Brian gave an excellent talk on the work of the Poppy Factory.
Inspiration from John McCrae’s moving poem ‘The Flanders Fields’ helped created the
poppy as a symbol of remembrance. In 1921 the first Poppy Day was held raising
£100,000.00 for veterans and their families. Today the Poppy Factory
produces more than seven million poppies a year, plus wreaths and
remembrance symbols. Many veterans are employed on site in Richmond. Help in finding
work is also offered to ex- service personnel in a number of locations.
After the talk we were taken into the factory where we enjoyed making our own poppies and
saw the wreaths used on Remembrance Day.
Many thanks to Christine Anderson for an excellent job arranging the visit.

Unveiling of a statue at the National Memorial Arboretum
The Guild of Nurses was invited to The National Arboretum in Staffordshire to attend the
unveiling of new Nursing Memorial, which honours all the nurses who died in the two
World Wars. The beautiful memorial, which depicts the world cupped in caring hands, has
the names inscribed of nearly 1300 nurses who died during or as a direct result of the
conflicts. The Chair of the Memorial Trustees is Guild of Nurses Foundation Freeman
Barbara Hallows (photo right with Past Founder Master Brenda Griffiths and Upper
Warden Elizabeth Turnbull).
Canon Michael Rawson, Sub Dean of Southwark Cathedral, led the act of dedication. It was held in
the presence of HRH The Countess of Wessex who is Colonel-in
-Chief of Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps and
Royal Patron of the Nursing Memorial Appeal. Chief Nurses
from each of the Armed Forces, the RCN, the British Red Cross,
the Order of St John, Cavell Trust and many other nursing
bodies attended this historic event. It was wonderful to have several of our Freemen
also in attendance. After the service, Barbara, Brenda and Elizabeth were invited to
have tea with the Countess of Wessex. The Guild of Nurses is delighted to be
associated with this project. It was an honour to attend such a historic and moving
event.

For information on past, present and future events go to:
www.guildofnurses.co.uk and select ‘Events’
www.guildofnurses.co.uk https://www.facebook.com/GuildofNurses Twitter @GuildNurses

Festival Service of the Friends and Sons of the Clergy
The Guild was at St Paul’s for the annual service for the Sons and Friends of the Clergy. This
has its origins in the seventeenth Century. Over seventy-five Livery Companies of the City are
represented by their Masters, Prime Wardens and Upper Bailiff. This year our Master was
invited to process for the first time.
The preacher was the Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dame Sarah
Mullally, Bishop of London, Nurse and former Chief Nursing Officer of
the UK.
The Master and Freemen of the Guild, who were lucky enough to be
allocated tickets for this special Festival service must have been some of
the most favoured nurses in London!! We are so grateful for the generosity of those who
made this allocation possible.

Florence Nightingale Annual Commemorative Service at St Margaret’s Church, East
Wellow, Hampshire
Guild Freemen Annie Robertson and Liz Bardolph attended the annual Commemorative
Service at St Margaret’s Church, East Wellow. The service was attended by a ‘flock’ of
Nightingales, as well as the regular congregation. The Vicar, The Rev Christopher Pettet,
led the service, and Dr Tom Keighley, a distinguished nurse, delivered the sermon.

The Nightingale
Memorial inscription
reads
FN
Born May 12 1820
Died August 13 1910

He spoke about some of Florence Nightingale’s many attributes. What may not be
generally known is her gift for languages, she was fluent in German, Greek, Hebrew and
Latin. Apparently she read her Bible from cover to cover each year and it is heavily
annotated, as befitted her lively and enquiring mind.
After the service we all moved to the churchyard where the Director of the Florence
Nightingale Museum, David Green, laid a wreath at her grave. It was a very special and
memorable occasion and humbling to meet so many other nurses who had trained in
Florence Nightingale’s shadow.

Florence Nightingale Service Westminster Abbey May 2018
33 Freemen of the Guild of Nurses attended the annual service in memory of Florence Nightingale. Her birthday, 12
May is now International Nurses Day.
The procession at the service was wonderful, led, as always by the
Adjutant and Chelsea Pensioners. Their participation is in memory of, and
in gratitude to Florence Nightingale for her care of the troops during the
Crimean War.
Officers representing the Florence Nightingale Foundation led the nursing
contingent.
The Master and Wardens of the Guild of Nurses followed next in the
procession, recognising the link between Florence Nightingale’s award as
Honorary Freedom of the City of London and the Guild’s journey to
becoming a City of London Livery Company.
The address this year was given by Sister Frances Dominica whose memories of nursing were very moving.

Keep an eye on the Guild’s web site, on our Facebook page and we are also on Twitter

For information on past, present and future events go to:
www.guildofnurses.co.uk and select ‘Events’
Suggestions for events are always welcome!
www.guildofnurses.co.uk https://www.facebook.com/GuildofNurses Twitter @GuildNurses

